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PEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIOH
OFACE OF THE SECRETARY

In the Matter of

Federal-State Joint Board on
Universal Service

Forward-Looking Mechanism for
High Cost Support for Non-Rural
LECs

To: The Common Carrier Bureau

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CC Docket No. 97-160

REOUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Puerto Rico Telephone Company ("PRTC"), by its attorneys, hereby requests additional

time to respond to the data requests contained in the Bureau's August 7, 1998 order in the

above-captioned proceeding. Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service, Order, CC Docket

Nos. 96-45 and 97-160, DA 98-1576 (reI. August 7, 1998) ("Bureau Order").

The Bureau Order seeks information to be used in establishing accurate revenue

benchmarks to determine the level of high cost support, in the event that the Commission retains

the revenue benchmark methodology. Bureau Order at' 2. The Bureau provided six charts for

use by designated non-rural LECs to provide the requested data. PRTC has developed

procedures and a work plan to collect the data and provide it in the requested format. However,

gather of the data was interrupted by Hurricane Georges, which ran the length ofPuerto Rico on

September 21 (see attachments).

The hurricane left Puerto Rico with heavy material damages and without electricity and

potable water, and only recently have some areas of San Juan, where PRTC's headquarters is
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located, had power gradually restored. Since the hurricane, PRTC's resources have been, and

continue to be, dedicated to maintaining phone service on the island, assessing the damage left in

the Georges' wake, and working to reestablish normal operations in the company. For these

reasons, PRTC is not able to complete its preparation of responses to the data requests by

October 6 and respectfully requests an extension of time to respond to the Bureau's pending data

request until October 30, 1998.

Respectfully submitted,

PUERTO RICO TELEPHONE COMPANY

JoeD. Edge
Tina M. Pidgeon
DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP
901 Fifteenth Street, NW
Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 842-8800

Its Attorneys

September 29, 1998
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Rhonda J. Roberts, certify that true and correct copies ofthe foregoing Request for
Extension ofTime ofPuerto Rico Telephone Company were delivered by hand delivery, on
September 29, 1998, to the following:

James D. Schlichting
Deputy Chief
Common Carrier Bureau, Room 518
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Katie King
Accounting Policy Division
Common Carrier Bureau, Room 8625
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

ITS
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Room 102
Washington, D.C. 20037
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Hurricane Georges Pummels Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands

....-AL _ fIISS

CaMlI-. s. _ .e ......

By SERGE F. KOVALI!SKI

Wa"h,ngton Posl Fore~ Se",ice

SAN JUAN. PuertD Rico. Sept.
21-Hurricane Georges slammed in
to Puerto Rico with a~
tonight, killing three people in a
landslide and leaving a tIaiI of de
struction greater than any storm to
hit this u.s. territory in deades.

Winds gu.'lted up to 130 \l1lh and
drQlle sheets of rain almost hori2Iln
taDy across the entire island, rotting
power to more than 800.000
Itorne9--aO pen:mt of Puerto Rico's
electricity customenl-rippi down
telephone lines and ripping up water
mains, knocking out sateUite te1evi
sion transmissions and downing
thousands of trees.

An ominous roar.~ by
the piercing whistle ofh~
winds, could be heard for hours
throughout this city, and even large
apartment buildings and hotel<!
shook. As midnight approached,
Georges' eye hung ominously O\'ft'

the island as anxious residents wait
ed for the trailing wall of the hurri
cane to strike, a phenomenon that is
genera1Iy more violent than the
storm's initial blows.

Late tonight, President Qinton
decbred Puerto Rico and the U.s.
Virgin L'l1ands a disaster area. autOO
rixing reIealIe of federal retOVeIy aid.
Earlier in the day, Georges' 115 mph
sustained winds and blankets of rain
battered the U.s. and British Vugin
Lo;Jands to the east after Ilooding
roads, toppling power lines and
shearing off rooftops on the tiny

At __......- ..
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isIaJKm of the northeastern Quibbe.
an.

At leastonedeath was reported OIl
the island of AnticUa-tbat ofa _
who wasstruckbyClyingdebriswhen
he ran outside as the teJqJest raged
early this morning. Residents of the
island, where nearly 6,000 people
were holed up in shelters, said that
homes and buiIdingll were pelted by
driving rain, ftying sheet meta1 and
COOOIIUts. Soldiers patrolled the
streets of St. John's, Antigua's.
ta1, to preYeIlt Iootiog.

In the twin-isIand state ofSt. Kitts

and NeYia, residents veotured out
briefly to lIllI'VeY storm c!aIIIaIl'! and
cbedt OIl neighbors when Georges'
35-miIe-wide e,e JlIIIIlIIld overhe8d
before dawn, bringing with it a
welcome yet ephemeral cabn. The
burrirane then I'OIIn!d back to life as
itsrear lankaune ashore.

Somewhat diminished in slrength
since the weeIrmd but sliD awesome
in its destIuctive power, the hurri
cane gained more might today as it
took aim at Puerto Rico, where
nearly22,000people sought refuge in

376aheIterallet. in8dIooII,cburch
es and otherpul6: buiIdiuIIJ,

By midaftemoon, St. CroU in the
US Vqin IIIanda bad been p0und
ed by 100 • winds that ClIUIed
widespread property cIarDIeJe. The
islands' ~. Ray Sc:hneider.
imposed an 8 pm. mrfew.. and the
giant Amerada Ibs Corp. oil refin
ery in St. Croix, the IIIr&tst in the
Western Hemisphere, shutdown &Sa
precaution.

"St. Croix took a direct hit,~ said
Michael Formosa, a~ at
the National Hurricane Center in

Miami, in a teIepbooe iDteniew.
Puerto Rico, AntiaUa IlId the DuIdJ
territIIrieI d. sa and St. EulIIatilII
also felt the IlnmtofGeorIS by.

Here in Puerto Riq), mIidaIs said
thIt tbn:e pellIIIe died in a~
dueled IaadIIide in the SIn Juan
suburb of 8ayamon, and that two
eIderJ,y pellIIIe bad died d. beIrt
auarb in 8beItIn. Moreover. they
said that ra OIl at IeIat 10 struc
tures bid coIIIpIed and that people
may be trapped in the rubble.

SIn Juan's airport reportedly sa&
fered heavy damage as did the is-

IInd's ....... hotel. the CooquisIa
dar. in the town ofF;Qan:Io. wherem
bomea were wredced.~ was
beIieWJd to be the ..... and IIIllllt
powerilIluriaIne to hit this iaIand
of3.8.-..peope llince Hurricane
SID Mpe sU'udt in 1928 and Sen
Qnn in 1932.

A IurPDe waroiIW bas been
pciIted Wf:IIt ilr the Domini-
aID~ the nmthem 00ISt
of HIlti, the southeastern Bahamas,
the Turb and Caioos JaIands, and
.....0-.Mr8nwhiIe. oIiciaIs in
Key W. Fbida's 8OUIhemmost
••bepllDll1dQgemer~ystorm

&*lJ8l11iuas.
ScmJe who came fare.to.lu with
~ in ADtipa ... neiaIJboIing
t.lmtIealat liltnigbtaad eIII'IJ today
IliIld it .. llWI!IQIJe but .... _
desIIuctive thm other hunic:IIIes
they bneesperimoed. 'The damage
&om eeor,e.ls triviII ifwe oompare
it to burritara Hugb. Lewis and
MariIJo," saidTeresaSik:ott.mown
er of the Gdodview Bed and Break·
fast OIl Montserrat.

The hurric:aoe cut water and pow
er aemr. washed out I'OIds, feIed
trees IIId~IIOIB!II~. but
it could !me been worse. she said.
'We line been praising the Lord all
day.~ abe..addirW. "I thinkpeople
were felIIIy prepared because Hugo
was 80 fresh inour minck~
But in St. KiUa, taD drMr Carl
SlIqlIon. 52. bad a diIferent take OIl
Geoqfe& "It wfII take • wbiIe to
IftXM!I' from this," he said. "Whether
it is shooting Winds of 150 n.,b or
100JDPb. a hurric:aoe OIl a small place
like this isa tetrifying thing.~
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Hurricane Hammers Puerto Rico tl
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using gas-powered generators.
Only 20 percent of the popuIa.

tion now has access to potable tap
water, and there are no indications
when IuD aervke will return to
nonnaJ. On another front, officials
said that many coffee and plantain
crops, which are vitaI to the island's
agricultural eoonomy, were de
stroyed by the hurricane.

"We are &larting from ground
uro." Puerto Rican Gov. Pedro
Rnssello said of the recovery elfort.
As winds and rains sIowIy abated
today, workers cleared debris from
the runways at San juan's intema
tlona\ aiJport so that emergency aid
could be Down in.

HURRlCANE,f'romAI

For those islands already rav
aged by the storm, the job of
digging out will be a formidable
one. In Puerto Rico, Georges
snapped and uprooted cOll11t1ess
trees. which are now blocldngmany
of the island's major streets. Cars
were f\ipped over, windOWll were
blown out, and hundreds of homes
and businesses were destroyed or
damaged. In one incident, a con·
structioo crane toppled over and
sIanuned into the living room of a
woman, who SOOleOOw es<:aped in
jury.

By the time the hurricane Ira
versed the island. at least five pe0

ple had been reported killed; nu·
merous others are believed to be
missing in the ruhb\e of their col
lapsed homes. Electricity was
knocked out over virtuaUy all 01
Puerto Rico, and it may take as long
as Ihree weeks to restore service.
posing potentially serious conse
quences for businesses and medical
facilities; for now. hospitals are

See HURRICANE. AZO. Col. 2

of thelllll6l destructive hurric&le to
hit this U.S. territory in dL'WIes--a
grim spectacle that also confronts
!be U.s. and British Virgin Islands
and the tiny states of the northeast
ern CaribbeIn, which also lei victim
to Georges' punishing power over
the pIIIt two days.

By all accounts, the devastating
forte thatG4!orges unleashed during
its six-hour -'t on Puerto Rico
was pter than that of Hurriame
Huao. which caused billions Of d0l-

lars in daJna&e tI1roughout the ea..
rIJbean Dine yWlI ago and kiIIed
_ dum two doRn people. ADd,
lib Huau.the powtrilI storm I1IlIIId
8IIIIe Ihe U.s. II ) , wi in Ihe ned
__ .,., aooontin( to Ihe NIl-
tDalllw.irMe QutIr in MIami.

Aller bIltaiag Puerto Iiro with
eJdomic .... of • to 130 mph.
GeIqta c:inInIed wl!lllward and
.-.Ie ....... "1I0OI1 in the
Dill_PI ""'JWi:, wbere it
CIIMd liowet:~ pounded
aJIIAI IIlrUdI1Ie8 with toweriqg
_ and iIroed tIIII'.w. of the
CII1lIIIIIY88a6Jn peopIe Iatostonn
lIbdter& At .. 10 people were
reportedly kiled-two eIectrnwted
bJ downed power lines, the rest
either drowued in IIaah floods or
bmied beDeath n:uIsMdea Overall,
GeoIIMbaskiIed at ka8l20 people
IIinlle it tore into the nortI1eIttem
Car:ibbean late Sunday.

SAN JUAN. Puerto Rico. Sept
22-lt was this morning, under a
light rain. that the wrath of Hurri
cnne Georges rmally broke Carmen
RillS SerTano.

After a terrifying nigJrt in which
Georges wreaked haWIC on Puerto
Rico, Serrano. 61, painfully c0n
fronted reality as she JIIl!alIled !be
daBIIfe to her lIII1lID aportment in
!be Los PInoIIlledlon of SIn Juan:
Its tin roof had been peeled olIlike

the top of a om. a*le-deep rUtwa
tel' CIOVered every inch of the tIoor,
aad there was no eledricitr, tele
phone aenite or /lip water.

"What am I goitIg" to do? I am a
woman Iivlng alone with little IIIOJ1
ey: said RiGs, who receives a
JIlODtb\y government lIlllIistance
check. Then she bmied her face in
lief palms and wept. "What hap
pened to me last ~ was so
horrible. I reel crazy and beIpIess.'

As dawn arrived. JIIOIIt of Puerto
RIco waswithout poM!I', and its 3.8
miIIioo residents Iilced theaftennath

Dr SUGE F. KOVALESJU

"'aohin8lOn Po.. t''''''KR Sen'"e

HiBpaniola, Florida Keys Batten Down as Geo~ Moves Wes-t
The storm caught the 3 million

people of Santo Domingo. the D0
minican capital, aImo6t entirely on-
•prepared as it swerved slightly sooth
of its pmIic:ted course and began
Iasbing the city as fieroeIy as it had
San Juan. As the darkness ap
proached, Dominican President
Leone! Fernandez told his COIDItry
men the COI1l1try'S fate is in God's
hands. "For the moment,' he said,
"the only thing left for us to do is to
rwiae our prayers to the Almighty.'

Late last night, the eye of the
storm crossed into neighboring Hai
ti-wbich shares the island of His
paniola with the Dominican Repub
Iic~ forecastenl said it would
likely blanket that COl1Il\ty as it did
Puerto Rim. Ilil:houldt with s/ightIy
diminished winds. Haiti is !be poor
est country in !be Western Hemi
S(Ibere. and !be vast majority of its
15miDIon people live in substandard
housing and have little communica
tion with the outside world.

AD day today,~ teams
there serambIed to prepgre for !be
stDrm, puticuIady in HaiI1~s remote.
deforelIted hills, wbere thousands of
people live in tin shadls. ''In a stonn
of this magnitude. it is hard to even
comprehend how catastrophic this
could be,' said a government
spokeswoman in Port-au-Prince, the
Haitiancapital.


